 Village Hall Action Group 

Minutes for the meeting held on 14th November 2006 held at the Parish Council Office.

Meeting opened at 7.30 p.m.

Present: D. Allen S. Buckley A. Griffiths J. Moore M. Payne E. Rodgers J. Rodgers S. Rodgers I. Shonk L.Winter

Apologies: V. Gillings S. Hobbs R. Mason M. Neale J. Thursby C. Westbury

Minutes of the last meeting were read.

Matters Arising : Lin Winter did not wish to be included as a signatory to the bank account. E- mail failure resulted in John Moore not attending the last meeting. Minutes then accepted.

John Moore – Rural Community Council (R.C.C.) After being advised of action so far J.M. suggested: 

· More visits to other village halls e.g. Billesdon, (contact Mrs Sturgess 0116 2596566) Moira (contact Mr Davitt 01283 552784) Burbage (contact Mrs J. Perrin 01455 891086) E.R. S. R. J.R. & A.G. to arrange visits.

· Suggested photos and possibility of building a model.

· Not to apply for funding until a plan, costings and site are in place/identified

· Identify as many uses for hall as possible – better chance of funding.

· Most village halls in Leicestershire are on the outskirts of villages.

· Formal letter to be sent to the Planning Office informing them of need for new village facility. Letter also needs to ask to be informed of any future developments within the village so that the group are aware of any possible 106 agreements (E.R. to e-mail D.A. with name of contact).

· Contacting C.A. for informal discussions - a good idea – I.S. to ask in principle if they would support us.

· Letter to Parish Council asking them for their support, response required.

· R.C.C. do not help with set up funding. The lottery may offer some help up to £5,000 applications to be in by next year, not sure when.

· Patrick Shaw (R.C.C.) will help with form filling.

· Need to list pros & cons of becoming a charity.

· Deeds could be held by: Parish Council, Trustees or the Charity Commission. Management Committees do not hold deeds – just day to day running.

· It would help when applying for funds if group had evidence of own fund raising. £20,000 would be good amount.

· Funders like the idea of  `green` project.

S.R. thanked J.M. on behalf of the group.

Report on Group Response:

· Scouts  - need more space – interested.

· Rainbows – interested.

· Youth Theatre – very keen.

· Barrow Town C.C. - interested.

· W.I. – not interested.

· Barrow Guides – would use.

· Baptist Church – interested.

· Playgroup – interested.

Questionnaires re-sent to groups who have not responded.

Gorse Covert visit: S.R. to re-arrange.

Finance: M.P. – need £600 initially Parish Plan Committee agreed to fund. Account – Alliance & Leicester do not do Community accounts – Nat West – offer free banking – constitution needed to open – J.R. to e-mail to D.A. (see attachment).

Regular Meeting Slot: 3rd Tuesday in the month agreed, starting  January 2007.

A.O.B. S.R. requested that all group members compile a wish list + sketch, if desired, bring to next meeting. I.S. to design letter head – e- mail to D.A.

The meeting closed at 9.55 p.m.

Next meeting: Tuesday 12th December 7.30p.m. Parish Council Office.

 Advance apologies from D. A. & L.W.

